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LOVE
IS ALL THERE IS
ANGELINA JOLIE’s direction in

the highly anticipated UNBROKEN
corroborates the widely held belief
that she is among the most
compassionate people in the world.
B Y A DA M P I T L U K
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NOW YOU KNOW: Angelina Jolie’s decision to go public about her
preventative surgery in light of her BRCA1 positive diagnosis is what inspired
Kimberly Ferrante-Pitluk, wife of American Way editor (and the author of
this story) Adam Pitluk, to elect to undergo preventative surgery in light of
her BRCA2 positive diagnosis. To read Kimberly’s story from the October
2014 issue, go to aa.com/americanway and click on “Editor’s Note.”
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Unbeknownst to event organizers, Madison Square
Garden executives, the U.S. War Department — even
to Louie’s mother — the first lieutenant was alive, albeit barely. As the crowd roared inside Madison Square
Garden, Louie was half a world away, clinging to life as he
shivered atop a flimsy bed of straw in Naoetsu, the most
notorious of all the Japanese prisoner-of-war camps.

AMID THE PR E-LUNCH

commotion at
The Grill, a see-and-be-seen eatery on the back lot of
Universal Studios Hollywood, the beautiful people are
preparing for the noonday crush of beautiful people.
Everyone here — servers, bussers, hosts and patrons —
looks extremely laid back and happy, thereby casting
a beautiful aura. Only one of them, however, has been
ordained by the bibles of the beautiful (Vogue, People,
Vanity Fair, Esquire) as the Most Beautiful Woman in
the World. It takes no less than a glimpse from the back
of The Grill where I’m sitting to the front entrance where
she’s standing to affirm those Most Beautiful testaments.
She is wearing no makeup. Just a little lip gloss. And
she is more than a sight. All eyes are on her before they
even register that no, that’s no look-alike, but the Most
Beautiful Woman in the World herself.
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Championship Track Meet at The Garden gave fans that
and more, also serving as something of a healing agent.
The war had been raging on for years and seemed like it
was finally drawing to an end, especially in the European
theater. Hitler would be dead the following month, and
there was talk over in the Pacific about a bomb to end all
bombs destined for Japan.
The track meet would be a diversion from the reality of war for at least one night, and also a tribute to
Louis “Louie” Zamperini, who was projected to be the
first human to break a four-minute mile. Zamperini was
internationally known since his appearance at the Berlin
Olympics nine years earlier. He didn’t win the 5,000meter race that year, but his final lap of 56 seconds was so
noteworthy that Hitler wanted to meet him. “Ah, you’re
the boy with the fast finish,” the Führer said while shaking Louie’s hand.
Louie Zamperini, however, was not at the track meet.
He had been missing since 1943 when his B-24 Liberator
went down almost 900 miles off the coast of Hawaii and
he was listed by the government as “killed in action.” But
his mother refused to believe her son was dead — official
documentation be damned — and made the promoters
change the “Louis S. Zamperini Memorial Mile” to the
“Louis S. Zamperini Invitational Mile” at the track meet.

PREVIOUS SPREAD: COURTESY NBCUNIVERSAL

FROM TOP: Jolie
meets with refugees
at the Zaatari refugee
camp outside of
Mafraq, Jordan, and
helps refugees at the
Al-Waleed refugee
camp in Iraq.

ADISON SQUARE GARDEN roared at a frenetic, almost hysterical
pitch, as did the crowd milling about the 20-year-old venue on Eighth
Avenue between 49th and 50th streets in Manhattan. It was March 3,
1945, and The Garden, widely regarded — if not universally so — as
the pre-eminent indoor spectator-sporting facility in the world, was
the site of the most anticipated track meet since the 1936 Olympics
in Berlin. Those games were hosted and opened by the Führer himself, Adolf Hitler, whose
doctrine of Aryan supremacy was crushed by Jesse Owens when the African-American
sprinter/long jumper won four gold medals. That thrilled Americans and elevated track to
new heights. But others continued advancing the sport, especially a very deep field of distance
runners, including Jim Rafferty, the country’s fastest miler. ¶ The 1940 Olympics in Tokyo
and the 1944 games in London had been canceled because of World War II, so the sporting
world was clamoring for a big track meet with big-name stars. The IC4A Intercollegiate Indoor
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The purpose of this lunch meeting is to discuss
Angelina Jolie’s forthcoming movie, Unbroken, the
cinematic adaptation of Laura Hillenbrand’s New York
Times best-selling book about the life of Louie Zamperini.
Read the book and you’ll agree that the Academy Awardwinning actress could easily and handily play the role of
any of the women in the story: Louie’s crestfallen-yethopeful sister, his gorgeous-though-oft-disillusioned
wife, his hard-working, tough-as-nails mother. But Jolie
kept herself behind the lens and is the director of this
soon-to-be Christmas blockbuster and beautifully depicted study of the human condition.
Our conversation starts with subtle small talk: I’m
with American Way, I loved Hillenbrand’s book, I loved
you in your feature-film directorial debut with In the
Land of Blood and Honey, and I’m excited to see how you
approached this unbelievable story of Louie Zamperini.
Immediately, she straightens in her chair, using four
fingers to delicately pull her hair behind her ears, and
looks down in search of the right words.
“I think we need to have — I certainly do, personally
— some example that reminds me of the human spirit,”
she says, “someone I can hold up as an example to my
children; something that’s an epic adventure but that
has spirituality and strength.”
It’s the last part of Jolie’s statement that can be
interpreted as a self-reflection of her bifurcated life.
Early on, the daughter of famous parents Jon Voight and
Marcheline Bertrand was a tabloid-headline grabber.
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“I’m truly, truly
happy when
I’m able to feel
that I’m
OF USE
TO OTHER
PEOPLE.”

There were stories of late-night partying and depression.
There was the famous feud with her father and two shortlived marriages. All these events from a different period
in time were documented in extremis and were Part One
of Angelina Jolie’s Epic Adventure.
Part Two, on the other hand, has yielded one of the
most impressive, most important and most benevolent
public transformations in the history of humanity, let
alone Hollywood. The Tomb Raider herself is not only a
Special Envoy and former Goodwill Ambassador for the
United Nations but has also made it her mission to give
a voice to millions of uprooted people around the world
— from Sudan to Iraq to Cambodia to Afghanistan — and
advocate for their protection. She has literally saved lives
of women and children with her dollars as much as with
her words. And she’s saved lives right here in the U.S.
because of a phenomenon called “The Angelina Effect,”
which hits particularly close to home for me.
In May 2013, Angelina Jolie wrote an op-ed in The
New York Times titled, “My Medical Choice.” The groundbreaking, headline-generating article said that she was
BRCA1 positive, which means she has inherited a genetic
mutation that sharply increases her risk of developing
breast and/or ovarian cancer. In a very moving, very lyrical writing style, Jolie described the aggressive measures
she took to factor cancer out of her life. She quietly had
a preventative double mastectomy. Then she broke her
silence because, as she put it, “there are many women
who do not know that they might be living under the

COURTESY NBCUNIVERSAL

SWEATING THE DETAILS:
Angelina Jolie’s work ethic results in
long editing sessions. Jack O’Connell
reflects Jolie’s intensity in his portrayal of Zamperini battling to survive
a brutal Japanese POW camp.
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YOU’VE NEVER
SEEN JEWELRY LIKE
THIS BEFORE.

ANGELINA JOLIE

that he’s someone every
single human being can
relate to, even those of
us who have really felt
that we weren’t great
people — we were, if
any thing, even, bad
people, or not fit for society, or not helpful to
others. His message is
that you can choose to
rise above and to redirect your life. Someone
who was as troubled
and as full of fire as he
was can choose to redirect that fire, and it can
become a great thing.”

BECAUSE WE
HAVEN’T MADE IT
FOR YOU YET.

FROM FAMILY CRESTS TO
SPECIAL DATES IN ROMAN NUMERALS,
EACH OF OUR ONE-OF-A-KIND
BESPOKE MASTERPIECES IS MADE
EXCLUSIVELY FOR YOU. AND LIKE YOU,
NOTHING ELSE IS LIKE IT.

BORN THE SON

COMMISSION YOURS BY DECEMBER 22
AT JOHN-CHRISTIAN.COM.

of working-poor Italiani m m ig r a nt pa r ent s,
Louie Zamperini grew
up tough on the streets
of Torrance, California. He was a neighborhood punk who was quick-fisted and
ill-tempered. He stole more than he bought,
and it was understood throughout the neighborhood that inevitably, Louie would end up
dead or in jail.
Right about the time the town had
washed its collective hands of him, the junk
science of eugenics cut a swatch through
the country. California was mesmerized by
the idea of culling undesirables from the
general population and institutionalizing
them, sterilizing them, or sometimes both.
After a neighborhood kid was deemed “feeble
minded” and then institutionalized, Louie
was scared straight. His older brother Pete
was a track star at Torrance High School, and
Pete helped train his younger brother. By the
time Louie quit smoking, reconditioned his
tar-riddled lungs and put in some serious
track work, he was turning heads of rival
high school coaches and college scouts.
A successful high school track career
begot a successful college career. Then an
Olympic berth. After a spirited appearance
at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, Louie was earmarked to place in, if not outright win, the
mile race four years later at the 1940 Tokyo
games. But the world was on war footing. The
1940 Tokyo games were canceled, and Louie
joined the Army Air Corps in 1941.
On one fateful mission in 1943, Louie was

shadow of cancer. It is my hope that they,
too, will be able to get gene tested, and that
if they have a high risk, they, too, will know
that they have strong options.”
W hat resulted from this story, and
countless copycat stories thereafter, was
what Time magazine originally dubbed
“The Angelina Effect” and what health care
professionals now use as industry terminology. The number of women around the world
who opted for genetic screening of the BRCA1
and BRCA2 mutations more than doubled in
the last year, according to a September story
in the International Business Times. More
screening equals more preventative measures for women — and men — who may have
developed breast cancer. More preventative
measures equals saved lives.
And it’s that Angelina Jolie — the Act
Two Angelina Jolie; the Angelina Jolie who
has been around the world to where, as
The Sunday Times once said, “real bullets
fly”; the Angelina Jolie who has a beautiful,
multicultural family and the World’s Most
Beautiful Man-husband in Brad Pitt — who
is well qualified to block and tackle the story
of Louie Zamperini.
“People often simplify things by saying
there are good people and there are bad
people,” she says. “Little kids hear it: What
a good person so-and-so is, or what a troublemaker. And I think the beauty of Louie is
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FROM TROUBLEMAKER TO TRACK STAR: A rehabilitated bully
from Torrance, California, Zamperini (played by Jack O’Connell) excelled in
track and impressed at the 1936 Berlin Olympics.
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the bombardier on a B-24 Liberator called the
“Green Hornet.” It went down over the Pacific,
and Louie, along with pilot First Lieutenant
Russell Allen “Phil” Phillips, endured 47
days in a life raft on the open sea, only to be
captured by the Japanese Navy off the coast
of the Marshall Islands. (Tail gunner Sgt.
Francis “Mac” McNamara also survived the
crash and was in the raft with Louie and Phil
for 33 days before he died from exposure.)
The two Americans battled starvation, dehydration and shark attacks as their tattered
raft drifted some 2,000 nautical miles. But
it wasn’t until they became Japanese POWs
that the real hell began.

UNBROKEN IS ONE OF those rare

Hollywood adaptations where the film is
as good as, if not better than, the book.
That’s due in no small part to the dedication and compassion Angelina Jolie brings
to the project. It’s the ultimate tribute to
her friend Louie, who survived the open
ocean, the abhorrent conditions of Japanese POW camps and the infamous Naoetsu
camp, where he almost made the 1945 Louis
S. Zamperini Memorial Mile at Madison
Square Garden a posthumous reality. But
Louie survived and went on to live an industrious life until he died this past July at
the age of 97. When I interview Angie a week
later, she is still noticeably rattled. “I needed
him,” she says. “I needed to retrace his life
ANGIE, AS THE CAST calls her, has to believe and know that a human being like
a reputation in Hollywood as being the
him existed. It helped to renew my faith in
consummate professional with a tenacious
the human spirit, and it’s why I wanted to
work ethic. So it came as no surprise that
make the film. The whole crew felt it.”
when we met on the Universal lot for a noon
I tell her, through blushed cheeks and
lunch, she’d been in the editing room for
while looking down, searching my own mind
seven hours prior. It takes a certain type of
for the right words, that she is one of those
actor to be able to work with a
rare people who affects lives for
the better all around the world;
director who is as focused as she
that one day, humanity will
is, which speaks volumes about
come out in force to celebrate
the patience and tolerance of
her life for all the good she’s
Jack O’Connell, who plays Louie “Someone who
in the film.
was as troubled done. A real-world example is
Similarly, it says something
the profound impact she’s had on
and as full of
about the acting prowess of
my wife’s life. My wife will live to
fire as he was
O’Connell for Angie to choose
meet her grandchildren because
can CHOOSE
him from a sea of actors to
of it, something that, regretfully,
portray her friend/mentor/hero.
TO REDIRECT her mother couldn’t do because
“Portraying Louie is perhaps the
THAT FIRE, and of ovarian cancer. Angie blushes
biggest honor of my life, and I
at this statement.
it can become
“I’m truly, truly happy when
feel Angie approached the shoot
a great thing.” I’m able to feel that I’m of use
with a level of compassion, which
to other people,” she says, head
made me feel totally supported
now raised and making direct,
throughout,” O’Connell says.
sincere eye contact. “I’m so hon“Angie knew Louie, and so her
intentions were very genuinely
ored that I get to spend time with
heartfelt. This was a personal project, which
these extraordinary survivors and people
sometimes isn’t always the case.”
around the world who are fighting for a better
Domhnall Gleeson, who plays pilot Phil
life and are taking care of their kids under
Phillips, shares that sentiment. “Her taste, difficult circumstances. They’ve changed
passion and support were vital to every- me and made me a better person. So I’m just
one in the cast and crew,” he says. “She
grateful that I get the opportunity. Because
was our leader and guided us brilliantly
what else is there?”
Much like young Louie, young Angelina
through a long and intense shoot.” Gleeson
Jolie had that fire. Just like Louie, she redihad to lose weight for the starving-at-sea
scenes. How did Angie show her apprecia- rected it. And it became a great thing.
tion? “She opened a pizza place early to
ADAM PITLUK received the 2014 Apex Grand Award for
make sure my first post-diet meal was
writing for his profile of Michael J. Fox in the Dec. 1, 2013,
one to remember,” he says. “I’ll love her
issue of American Way. He is the author of Standing Eight
forever for that.”
and Damned To Eternity.
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